WESTMARC Annual Board Retreat September 5

The WESTMARC Annual Board
Retreat was held Friday, September 5th
at the Tuscany Falls Clubhouse located at
Pebble Creek in Goodyear.

Board members gathered to recap
the progress made in the previous year,
address areas of current interest to the
West Valley, and plan future goals for the
organization.

WESTMARC President/CEO Jack
Lunsford provided an overview of
WESTMARCIs internal and external
activities and accomplishments for 2007-
2008, including event highlights, board
presentations and administrative and
pnancial summaries.The Board provided
feedback to staff and participated in a

WESTMARC Thanks Palm Valley Plumbing for Member Reception

WESTMARC would like to thank Hazelle and

Tom Fessenden of Palm Valley Plumbing for hosting the
Member Reception at their new Peoria location on

Thursday, August 21, 2008. WESTMARC

discussion on WESTMARCIs process
on policy decisions. This topic will be
addressed in more depth at a special
meeting. to be scheduled soon.

Key Initiative Committee chairs and/
or co-chairs gave their annual committee
update and presented recommendations

KEY ISSUES IDENTIFIED:

TRANSPORTATION
Fundin? Sources
Acceleration

EDUCATION
School Finance Reform

for 2008-2009 priority issues and sub-
issues. Following the presentations,

each board member cast ten ogreen dot
ballots6 to prioritize WESTMARCs efforts

in the coming year.

Not surprisingly, the top two
priorities remain transportation and
education. The issues and sub-issues

receiving the most votes are listed here

in order of votes received.

were entertained by a |

give away two tickets fr
members and

guests were encouraged to tour PVPEs new ofpces, and

of Ryan Austin & Associates won the tickets.
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WATER
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ive band. A drawing was held to
om Southwest Airlines; Bill Adams

TIME Coalition Initiative Will Not Be on 2008 Ballot

Superior Court Judge Mark Aceto
ruled in favor of the Secretary of
Statels motion to dismiss the TIME
Coalitionts lawsuit regarding the TIME
Initiative. The motion to dismiss cen-
tered on the defendantis contention
that the TIME Coalition missed the pl-
ing deadline for action by the Superior
Court.

The effect of
Judge Acetois rul-
ing also applies to

ol the Our Land, Our
TI0ART T Schools Initiative
'0A (State Trust Land
Reform) and there-
fore will not be on
the 2008 ballot.

Addressing
our transporta-
tion infrastructure
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remains key to managing the West
Valleyis existing growth and meeting
future growth demands. Additionally,
we are faced with diminished funding
and higher costs in the Prop 400 plan,
potentially putting projects at risk
county-wide; 2009 will be the prst year
that the federal highway trust fund will
spend more than it takes in.

There is very little appetite to raise
the state gas tax (or the federal gas tax
either, which would put more money
in the federal highway trust fund).
Sales tax still generates the most
money for governments in Arizona and
allows us to capture funds from our
tourists.

Although sales tax continues to be
the largest government funding source,
many believe the sales tax base should
be expanded to be more equitably

applied. Doing so would allow more
capacity for local governments while
spreading the burden more broadly
among the citizenry and possibly actu-
ally lowering taxes for some taxpayers.
Other funding sources for infrastruc-
ture should be considered as well.
This issue will most certainly
remain in our forefront, and lim sure
WESTMARC will continue to provide
the necessary leadership as we work
with others to address and resolve it.
lid like to thank our members and
partners for their thoughts, recom-
mendations, concern, effort, work, and
support over the last two years. It
has been a privilege to represent you
through WESTMARC throughout the
transportation initiative process.
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